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should loyally work to ensure his return. In all cases the
italics are mine. I am, Sirs, yours truly,
May 10th, 1892. F. R. C. S.
THE LATE MR. CHARLES HAWKINS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-In your obituary published on the lOth of April it
is stated that when Mr. Hawkins presented himself to the
governors of St. George’s Hospital as a candidate for the
office of Assistant Surgeon he was unsuccessful, " although
he had the powerful support of Sir Benjamin Brodie/’ I am
in a position to state that Mr. Hawkins neither solicited
nor received Sir Benjamin Brodie’s support on that occasion.
Mr. Hawkins then displayed the same independent and
chivalrous spirit which was so characteristic during the
whole of his professional life. During the election Sir
Benjamin Brodie had numerous applications from friends
to know which way they should vote, and a word from him
would have been conclusive with regard to the result. He
however, remained strictly impartial.
I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
Savile-row, May 9th, 1892. HENRY LEE.
"OPERATION FOR SPASMODIC TORTICOLLIS."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;If Dr. Harkin had in the first instance only
referred to the process of blistering as one which ought to
be tried before operation was resorted to for this affection,
no objection, I think, could have been raised to his letter;
but his attack upon the performance of the operation was
most unreasonable and unfair. The evidence of published
cases, so far as I am concerned, shows that every means
known to myself and to the many other medical men who
had treated the cases previously had been put in practice
before I resorted to operation. In the future, should
opportunity occur, I shall certainly not neglect to try the
effect of blistering; but I shall be agreeably surprised if it
proves to be an effective cure in longstanding cases. That
it has failed at least in one such case is a fact which has
lately come to my knowledge. Should this and the other
simple remedies fail to relieve the patient, I shall still think
it justifiable to resort to operation.0 answer all Dr. Harkin’s objections would encroach
too much on your space, so I limit my remarks to the main
points. As to his observations about these operations being
" painfully like vivisection, from which even the inferior
animals are saved by legal enactment," I would remark
that in seven out of eight operations the wounds healed by
first intention in less than a week, and that the patients
suffered no pain or inconvenience worth mentioning. In
one instance the wound was somewhat tedious in healing-
owing, I believe, to the patient’s weak state of health-but
it healed up gradually, leaving very little scar. It is
possible that in these long-standing cases some central
lesion exists which maintains the spasmodic action. This
was so in the case of a fowl, the description of which
appears in the Transactions of the Pabhological Society,
vol. xxvi., p. 252, and, if the same condition exists in the
human subject, the rationale of operation upon the nerves
becomes apparent. I am, Sirs, yours truly,
Queen Anne-street, May 7th, 1892. NOBLE SMITH.
LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
Sad Death of a Roman Catholic Priest.
THE Rev. Father Spencer, a well-known and most
deservedly respected Roman Catholic priest, died on the 76h
inst. under very sad circumstances. The reverend gentle.
man had for some years past suffered from angina pectoris.
On the evening of the day mentioned he was in his resi-
dence, the presbytery of St. Clare’s Roman Catholic Church,
when he was informed by a lady that a man was in
the church rifling the alms box. He ran out and
seized the man, who escaped. Father Spencer pursued him
for a short distance, and then fell down heavily in the road.
Ne was raised np, placed on a couch, and medical aid sent
for, but he expired shortly after hiB fall. The coroner has
decided that an inquest is unnecessary. The deceased has
resided in or near Liverpool for many years past, and he
will be greatly missed both by rich and poor.
Restriction of the Sale of Intoxicants or of Personal Liberty.
However much one may lament the necessity to check
freedom by increased legislation, it is evident that some
restriction must be placed either upon the sale of intoxi.
cants or upon the liberty of those who indulge in them boo,
freely. In one day last week the city coroner held inquests on
the bodies of four persons who had died from various diseases
due to excessive drinking. Since then the deputy coroner
has held a fifth inquest, the facts being precisely similar.
The money spent in drink would enable the unfortunate
men and women afflicted with this terrible curse to live in
decent comfort, and there are in this city many of these to
whom it would be a charity to remove them from their
present surroundings to some place of restraint. The
fatalities of intemperance, though a terrible feature of the
evil, constitute only a very small part of it, and its worst
effects fall most frequently upon soberpeople.
The Lock Hospital.
In THE LANCET of April 30th there is reported the case
of a man who was admitted into the London Lock Hospital,
the whole of the penis having been lost by sloughing of an
ulcer. A somewhat similar case was admitted into the,
Liverpool Lock Hospital some weeks ago. The patient,.
who was a fireman on board a steamer, had suffered
from an ulcer of the penis ; whether this were chancre
or chancroid, or whether what followed was sloughing
or phagedoena, could not be ascertained. On admission
the whole of the penis was gone, leaving a large and un.
healthy-looking surface, which, however, rapidly yielded to,
the local application of iodoform in fine powder applied by
means of a pepper-box. The patient left the hospital
before the healing process was quite complete in order
not to lose his situation. Mr. Lowndes, whose patient
he was, has another male patient in whom a considerable
portion of the glans penis had sloughed away before his
admission. The same treatment had a very beneficial effect,
the sloughing process being arrested at once. Mr. Bernard
has a female patient suffering from tertiary syphilis in a.
very severe form, and several severe forms of secondary
syphilitic eruptions. He had recently a male patient who,
had losb more than half of the soft palate on his admission,
and though the admissions into this hospital have not, for
various reasons, been so numerous as formerly, they have
been quite as severe.
Liverpool, May 10th.
MANCHESTER.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
Royal Infirmary.
THE vacancy on the staff of the Royal Infirmary caused
by the death of Dr. Ross, and the consequent pronaobion of
Dr. Harris to the full physiciancv, was on Monday lastr
filled by the election of Dr. A. T. Wilkinson, who at a pre.
vious period had for nine years held the post of assistant
medical (iflicer to the same institution. The entries of new
students for hospital practice were fewer this year than they
were last summer. Registration took place during the last
days of April, but much time is lost by students delaying
to register until the latter half of May, and thus missing
the early lectures of the short summer session. The
numbers may therefore still reach those of previous years.
Victoria University.
The newly elected Chancellor of the University, Earl
Spencer, is to be installed on May 25th. The ceremony
will take place in the Town Hall, and the occasion is to be
one of full academical dress. There appears to be much
anxiety to obtain tickets, and the room will in all probability
be crowded. There are few occasions which bring the
existence of a University in Manchester before the general
public, and this may be the cause of the great interest
shown in the forthcoming ceremony.
Epidemics.
The threatened small-pox epidemic has subsided, and’
since the middle of April no new cases have been reported.
